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WHAT WE BELIEVE

THE BIBLE

‘WE BELIEVE THAT THE BIBLE 1S THE WORD OF GOD AND CONTAINS ONE HARMONIOUS AND
SUFFICIENTLY COMPLETE SYSTEM OF DOCTRINE. WE BELIEVE IN THE FULL INSPIRATION OF
THE WORD OoF Gop. WE HOLD THE WORD OF GOD TO BE THE ONLY AUTHORITY IN ALL
MATTERS AND ASSERT THAT NO DOCTRINE CAN BE TRUE OR ESSENTIAL, IF IT DOES NOT FIND
A PLACE IN THIS WORD.

THE FATHER

WE BELIEVE IN GoD, THE FATHER ALMIGHTY, THE AUTHOR AND CREATOR OF ALL THINGS.
THE OLD TESTAMENT REVEALS GOD IN DIVERSE MANNERS, BY MANIFESTING HIS NATURE,
CHARACTER, AND DOMINIONS. THE GOSPELS IN THE NEW TESTAMENT GIVE US KNOWLEDGE
oF GoD THE “FATHER” OR “MyY FATHER”, SHOWING THE RELATIONSHIP OF GOD TO JESUS
AS FATHER, OR REPRESENTING HiM AS THE FATHER IN THE GODHEAD, AND JESUS HIMSELF
THAT SON (St. JoHN 15:8, 14:20). JEsus ALso GIVES GOD THE DISTINCTION OF
“FATHERHOOD” TO ALL BELIEVERS WHEN HE EXPLAINS GOD IN THE LIGHT OF “YOUR
FATHER IN HEAVEN” (ST. MATTHEW 6:8).

THE SON

WE BELIEVE THAT JESus CHRIST 1S THE SON OF GOD, THE SECOND PERSON IN THE
GopHEAD OF THE TRINITY OR TRIUNE GODHEAD. WE BELIEVE THAT JESUS WAS AND IS
ETERNAL IN HIS PERSON AND NATURE AS THE SON OF Gob WHO WAS WITH GOD IN THE
BEGINNING OF CREATION (ST. JoHN 1:1). WE BELIEVE THAT JESUS CHRIST WAS BORN OF A
VIRGIN CALLED MARY ACCORDING TO THE SCRIPTURE (ST. MATTHEW 1:18), THUS GIVING
RISE TO OUR FUNDAMENTAL BELIEF IN THE_VIRGIN BIRTH AND TO ALL THE MIRACULOUS
EVENTS SURROUNDING THE PHENOMENON (ST. MATTHEW 1:18-25). WE BELIEVE THAT JESUS
CHRIST BECAME THE “SUFFERING SERVANT~ TO MAN; THIS SUFFERING SERVANT CAME
SEEKING TO REDEEM MAN FROM SIN AND TO RECONCILE HIM BACK TO GoD, HiS FATHER
(Romans 5:10). WE BELIEVE THAT JESUS GHRIST IS STANDING NOW AS MEDIATOR BETWEEN
Gob AND MAN (I TiMOTHY 2:5).



THE HOLY GHOST

WE BELIEVE THE HoLy GHOST orR HoLY SPIRIT IS THE THIRD PERSON OF THE TRINITY,
PROCEEDS FROM THE FATHER AND THE SON, IS OF THE SAME SUBSTANCE, EQUAL TO POWER
AND GLORY, AND IS TOGETHER WITH THE FATHER AND THE SON, TO BE BELIEVED IN, OBEYED,
AND WORSHIPPED. THE HoLY GHOST IS A GIFT BESTOWED UPON THE BELIEVER FOR THE
PURPOSE OF EQUIPPING AND EMPOWERING THE BELIEVER, MAKING HIM A MORE EFFECTIVE
WITNESS FOR SERVICE IN THE WORLD. HE TEACHES AND GUIDES ONE INTO ALL TRUTH (JOHN
16:13; AcTs 1:8, 8:39).

THE BAPTISM OF THE HOLY GHOST

WE BELIEVE THAT THE BAPTISM OF THE HOLY GHOST IS AN EXPERIENCE SUBSEQUENT TO
CONVERSION AND SANCTIFICATION AND THAT TONGUE-SPEAKING IS THE CONSEQUENCE OF
THE BAPTISM IN THE HOLY GHOST WITH THE MANIFESTATIONS OF THE FRUIT OF THE SPIRIT
(GALATIANS 5:22-23; ACTS 10:46, 19:1-6). WE BELIEVE THAT WE ARE NOT BAPTIZED WITH
THE HoLy GHOST TO BE SAVED (ACTS 19:1-6; JOHN 3:5). WHEN ONE RECEIVES A BAPTISMAL
HoLy GHOST EXPERIENCE, WE BELIEVE ONE WILL SPEAK WITH A TONGUE UNKNOWN TO
ONESELF ACCORDING TO THE SOVEREIGN WILL OF CHRIST. T0 BE FILLED WITH THE SPIRIT
MEANS TO BE SPIRIT CONTROLLED AS EXPRESSED BY PAUL IN EPHESIANS 5:18-19. SINCE THE
CHARISMATIC DEMONSTRATIONS WERE NECESSARY TO HELP THE EARLY CHURCH TO BE
SUCCESSFUL IN IMPLEMENTING THE COMMAND OF CHRIST, WE THEREFORE, BELIEVE THAT A
HoLy GHOST EXPERIENCE IS MANDATORY FOR ALL MEN TODAY.

MAN

'WE BELIEVE THAT MAN WAS CREATED HOLY BY (GOD, COMPOSED OF BODY AND SOUL. WE
BELIEVE THAT MAN, BY NATURE, IS SINFUL AND UNHOLY. BEING BORN IN SIN, HE NEEDS TO BE
BORN AGAIN, SANCTIFIED AND CLEANSED FROM ALL SINS BY THE BLOOD OF JESUS. WE
BELIEVE THAT MAN IS SAVED BY CONFESSING AND FORSAKING HIS SINS, AND BELIEVING ON
THE LORD JESUS CHRIST, AND THAT HAVING BECOME A CHILD OF (GOD, BY BEING BORN AGAIN
AND ADOPTED INTO THE FAMILY OF GOD, HE MAY, AND SHOULD, CLAIM THE INHERITANCE OF
THE SONS OF GOD, NAMELY THE BAPTISM OF THE HoLy GHOST.

SIN



SIN, THE BIBLE TEACHES, BEGAN IN THE ANGELIC WORLD (FEZEKIEL 28:11- 19; [SAIAH 14:12-
20), AND IS TRANSMITTED INTO THE BLOOD OF THE HUMAN RACE THROUGH DISOBEDIENCE
AND DECEPTION MOTIVATED BY UNBELIEF (1 TIMOTHY 2:14). ADAM’S SIN, COMMITTED BY
EATING OF THE FORBIDDEN FRUIT FROM THE TREE OF KNOWLEDGE OF GOOD AND EVIL,
CARRIED WITH IT PERMANENT POLLUTION OR DEPRAVED HUMAN NATURE TO ALL HIS
DESCENDANTS. THis 1S caLLED “ORIGINAL SIN.” SIN CAN NOW BE DEFINED AS A
VOLITIONAL TRANSGRESSION AGAINST GOD AND A LACK OF CONFORMITY TO THE WILL OF
Gob. WE, THEREFORE, CONCLUDE THAT MAN BY NATURE, IS SINFUL AND THAT HE HAS
FALLEN FROM A GLORIOUS AND RIGHTEOUS STATE FROM WHICH HE WAS CREATED, AND HAS
BECOME UNRIGHTEOUS AND UNHOLY. MAN, THEREFORE, MUST BE RESTORED TO HIS STATE
OF HOLINESS FROM WHICH HE HAS FALLEN BY BEING BORN AGAIN (ST. JOHN 3:7).

SALVATION

SALVATION DEALS WITH THE APPLICATION OF THE WORK OF REDEMPTION TO THE SINNER
WITH HIS RESTORATION TO DIVINE FAVOR AND COMMUNION WITH GOD. THIS REDEMPTIVE
OPERATION OF THE HoLY GHOST UPON SINNERS IS BROUGHT ABOUT BY REPENTANCE
TOWARD GOD AND FAITH TOWARD OUR LLORD JESUS CHRIST WHICH BRINGS CONVERSION,
FAITH, JUSTIFICATION REGENERATION, SANCTIFICATION, AND THE BAPTISM OF THE HoLy
GHOST. REPENTANCE 1S THE WORK OF (GOD, WHICH RESULTS IN A CHANGE OF MIND IN
RESPECT TO MAN’S RELATIONSHIP TO GOD. (ST. MATTHEW 3:1-2, 4:17; ACTs 20:21). FAITH
IS A CERTAIN CONVICTION WROUGHT IN THE HEART BY THE HOLY SPIRIT, AS TO THE TRUTH
OF THE GOSPEL AND A HEART TRUST IN THE PROMISES OF GOD IN CHRIST (ROMANS 1:17,
3:28; ST. MATTHEW g:22; ACTS 26:18). CONVERSION IS THAT ACT OF GOD WHEREBY HE
CAUSES THE REGENERATED SINNER, IN HIS CONSCIOUS LIFE, TO TURN TO HIM IN REPENTANCE
AND FAITH (II Kings 5:15; I CHrONICLES 33:12-13; ST. LUKE 19:8, 9; Acts 8:30).
REGENERATION 1S THAT ACT OF GOD BY WHICH THE PRINCIPLE OF THE NEW LIFE IS
IMPLANTED IN MAN, AND THE GOVERNING DISPOSITION OF SOUL IS MADE HOLY , AND THE FIRST
HOLY EXERCISE OF THIS NEW DISPOSITION IS SECURED. SANCTIFICATION IS THAT GRACIOUS
AND CONTINUOUS OPERATION OF THE HoLy GHOST, BY WHICH HE DELIVERS THE JUSTIFIED
SINNER FROM THE POLLUTION OF SIN, RENEWS HIS WHOLE NATURE IN THE IMAGE OF GOD
AND ENABLES HIM TO PERFORM GOOD WORKS (ROMANS 6:4:5:6; COLOSSIANS 2:12; 3:1).



ANGELS

THE BIBLE USES THE TERM “ANGEL” (A HEAVENLY BODY) CLEARLY AND PRIMARILY TO
DENOTE MESSENGERS OR AMBASSADORS OF (GOD WITH SUCH SCRIPTURE REFERENCES AS
REVELATIONS 4:5, WHICH INDICATES THEIR DUTY IN HEAVEN TO PRAISE GoD (PsaLm
103:20), To DO GOD’s WILL (ST. MATTHEW 18:10) AND TO BEHOLD HIS FACE. BUT SINCE
HEAVEN MUST COME DOWN TO EARTH, THEY ALSO HAVE A MISSION TO EARTH. THE BIBLE
INDICATES THAT THEY ACCOMPANIED GOD IN THE CREATION, AND THAT THEY WILL
ACCOMPANY CHRIST IN His RETURN IN GLORY.

DEMONS

DEMONS DENOTE UNCLEAN OR EVIL SPIRITS; THEY ARE SOMETIMES CALLED DEVILS OR
DEMONIC BEINGS. THEY ARE EVIL SPIRITS, BELONGING TO THE UNSEEN OR SPIRITUAL REALM,
EMBODIED IN HUMAN BEINGS. THE OLD TESTAMENT REFERS TO THE PRINCE OF DEMONS,
SOMETIMES CALLED SATAN (ADVERSARY) OR DEVIL, AS HAVING POWER AND WISDOM,
TAKING THE HABITATION OF OTHER FORMS SUCH AS THE SERPENT (GENESIS 3:1). THE NEW
TESTAMENT SPEAKS OF THE DEVIL AS TEMPTER (ST. MATTHEW 4:3) AND IT GOES ON TO
TELL THE WORKS OF SATAN, THE DEVIL, AND DEMONS AS COMBATING RIGHTEOUSNESS AND
GOOD IN ANY FORM, PROVING TO BE AN ADVERSARY TO THE SAINTS. THEIR CHIEF POWER IS
EXERCISED TO DESTROY THE MISSION OF JESUS CHRIST. IT CAN WELL BE SAID THAT THE
CHRriISTIAN CHURCH BELIEVES IN DEMONS, SATAN, AND DEvILS. WE BELIEVE IN THEIR
POWER AND PURPOSE. WE BELIEVE THEY CAN BE SUBDUED AND CONQUERED AS IN THE
COMMANDMENT TO THE BELIEVER BY JESUS. “IN MY NAME THEY SHALL CAST OUT SATAN AND
THE WORK OF THE DEVIL AND TO RESIST HIM AND THEN HE WILL FLEE (WITHDRAW)
FROM YOU.” (ST. MARK 16:17).

THE CHURCH

THE CHURCH FORMS A SPIRITUAL UNITY OF WHICH CHRIST IS THE DIVINE HEAD. IT 1S
ANIMATED BY ONE SPIRIT, THE SPIRIT OF CHRIST. IT PROFESSES ONE FAITH, SHARES ONE
HOPE, AND SERVES ONE KiING. IT IS THE CITADEL OF THE TRUTH AND GOD’S AGENCY FOR
COMMUNICATING TO BELIEVERS ALL SPIRITUAL BLESSINGS. THE CHURCH THEN IS THE OBJECT

OF OUR FAITH RATHER THAN OF KNOWLEDGE. THE NAME OF our CHurcH, “CHURCH OF
THE ONLY LIVING GOD” 1s SUPPORTED BY T THESSALONIANS 2:14 AND OTHER



PASSAGES IN THE PAULINE EpisTLES. THE worp “CHURCH” or “EKKLESIA” was

FIRST APPLIED TO THE CHRISTIAN SOCIETY BY JESUS CHRIST IN ST. MATTHEW 16:18, THE
OCCASION BEING THAT OF HIS BENEDICTION OF PETER AT CAESAREA PHILLIPPI.

THE SECOND COMING OF CHRIST

WE BELIEVE IN THE SECOND COMING OF CHRIST; THAT HE SHALL COME FROM HEAVEN
TO EARTH, PERSONALLY, BODILY, VISIBLY (AcTs ©:11; Titus 2:11-13; ST. MATTHEW
16:27; 24:30; 25:30; LUKE 21:27; JOHN 1:14, 17; T1TUS 2:11) AND THAT THE CHURCH,
THE BRIDE, WILL BE CAUGHT UP TO MEET HiM IN THE AIR (I THESSALONIANS, 4:16-17).
'WE ADMONISH ALL WHO HAVE THIS HOPE TO PURIFY THEMSELVES AS HE IS PURE.

DIVINE HEALING

THE CHURCH OF THE ONLY LIVING GOD BELIEVES IN AND PRACTICES DIVINE HEALING. IT
IS A COMMANDMENT OF JESUS TO THE APOSTLES (ST. MARK 16:18). JESUS AFFIRMS HIS
TEACHINGS ON HFEALING BY EXPLAINING TO HIS DISCIPLES, WHO WERE TO BE APOSTLES,
THAT HEALING THE AFFLICTED IS BY FAITH (ST. LUKE 9:40- 41). THEREFORE, WE BELIEVE.
THAT HEALING BY FAITH IN GOD HAS SCRIPTURAL SUPPORT AND ORDAINED AUTHORITY. ST.
JAMES’ WRITINGS IN HIS EPISTLE ENCOURAGE ELDERS TO PRAY FOR THE SICK, LAY HANDS
UPON THEM AND TO ANOINT THEM WITH OIL, AND THAT PRAYERS WITH FAITH SHALL HEAL
THE SICK AND THE LLORD SHALL RAISE THEM UP. HEALING IS STILL PRACTICED WIDELY AND
FREQUENTLY IN THE CHURCH OF THE ONLY LivING GOD, AND TESTIMONIES OF HEALING IN
oUR CHURCH TESTIFY TO THIS FACT.

MIRACLES

THE CHURCH OF THE ONLY LivING GOD BELIEVES THAT MIRACLES OCCUR TO CONVINCE
MEN THAT THE BIBLE 1S GOD’S WORD. A MIRACLE CAN BE DEFINED AS AN EXTRAORDINARY
VISIBLE ACT OF DIVINE POWER, WROUGHT BY THE EFFICIENT AGENCY OF THE WILL OF GOD,
WHICH HAS AS ITS FINAL CAUSE THE VINDICATION OF THE RIGHTEOUSNESS OF GOD’S WORD.
‘WE BELIEVE THAT THE WORKS OF GOD, WHICH WERE PERFORMED DURING THE BEGINNINGS
OF CHRISTIANITY, DO AND WILL OCCUR EVEN TODAY WHERE (GOD IS PREACHED, FAITH IN
CHrisT 1S EXERCISED, THE HoLy GHOST 1S ACTIVE, AND THE GOSPEL IS PROMULGATED IN
THE TRUTH (ACTS 5:15; 6:8; 9:40; LUKE 4:36, 7:14-15; 5:5-6; ST. MARK 14:15).



THE ORDINANCES OF THE CHURCH

IT IS GENERALLY ADMITTED THAT FOR AN ORDINANCE TO BE VALID, IT MUST HAVE BEEN
INSTITUTED BY CHRIST. WHEN WE SPEAK OF ORDINANCES OF THE CHURCH, WE ARE
SPEAKING OF THOSE INSTITUTED BY CHRIST, IN WHICH BY SENSIBLE SIGNS THE GRACE OF
(Gob IN CHRIST, AND THE BENEFITS OF THE COVENANT OF GRACE ARE REPRESENTED, SEALED,
AND APPLIED TO BELIEVERS, AND THESE IN TURN GIVE EXPRESSION TO THEIR FAITH AND
ALLEGIANCE TO Gop. THE CHurcH oF THE ONLY LiviNé GOD RECOGNIZES THREE
ORDINANCES AS HAVING BEEN INSTITUTED BY CHRIST HIMSELF AND THEREFORE, BINDING
UPON THE CHURCH PRACTICE.

THE LORD’S SUPPER (HOLY COMMUNION)

THE LoRD’S SUPPER SYMBOLIZES THE LORD’S DEATH AND SUFFERING FOR THE BENEFIT AND
IN THE PLACE OF HIS PEOPLE. IT ALSO SYMBOLIZES THE BELIEVER’S PARTICIPATION IN THE
CRUCIFIED CHRIST. IT REPRESENTS NOT ONLY THE DEATH OF CHRIST AS THE OBJECT OF
FAITH WHICH UNITES THE BELIEVERS TO CHRIST, BUT ALSO THE EFFECT OF THIS ACT AS THE
GIVING OF LIFE, STRENGTH, AND JOY TO THE SOUL. THE COMMUNICANT BY FAITH ENTERS A
SPECIAL SPIRITUAL UNION OF HIS SOUL WITH THE GLORIFIED CHRIST.

WATER BAPTISM

WE BELIEVE THAT WATER BAPTISM IS NECESSARY AS INSTRUCTED BY CHRIST IN ST. JOHN
3:5, “UNLESS MAN BE BORN AGAIN OF WATER AND OF THE SPIRIT.”
HOWEVER, WE DO NOT BELIEVE THAT WATER BAPTISM ALONE IS A MEANS OF SALVATION BUT
IS AN OUTWARD DEMONSTRATION THAT ONE HAS ALREADY HAD A CONVERSION EXPERIENCE
AND HAS ACCEPTED CHRIST AS HIS PERSONAL SAVIOR. AS PENTECOSTALS, WE PRACTICE
IMMERSION IN PREFERENCE TO “SPRINKLING”, BECAUSE IMMERSION CORRESPONDS MORE
CLOSELY TO THE DEATH, BURIAL, AND RESURRECTION OF OUR LORD (COLOSSIANS 2:12). IT
ALSO SYMBOLIZES REGENERATION AND PURIFICATION MORE THAN ANY OTHER MODE.
THEREFORE, WE PRACTICE IMMERSION AS OUR MODE OF BApTiSM. WE BELIEVE THAT WE
SHOULD USE THE BapTisMAL FormuLa civen us By CHrist For ALL “...JN THE NAME
OF THE FATHER, AND OF THE SON, AND OF THE HOLY GHOST.” (Sr.
MatTHEW 28:19).



